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Sir: 

Applicants provide the present Amendment to address the issues raised in the 
Ofifice Acdon (the "Action") mailed DecCTibar23, 2004. Applicants provide the present 
Amendment pursuant to the rules stated in revised 37 C.F.R. 1 . 121 that became effective on 
July 30, 2003. 
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providing a dash insulator that is configured to be attached to the vehicle 
firewall, and that includes an upper substrate having opposite first and second 
surfaces and opposite first and second edge portions, a lower substrate having 
opposite third and fourth surfaces and opposite third and fourth edge portions, 
wherein the upper and lower substrates are configured to be joined together along the 
respective second and third edge portions; 

attaching an instrument panel to the upper substrate first edge portion to form 
a first cockpit assembly portion; 

attaching a floor covering to the lower substrate fourth edge portion to form a 
second cockpit assembly portion; 

installing the first and second cockpit assembly portions within a vehicle such 
that the first and second substrates are attached to the firewall; and 

joining the upper and lower substrates together along the second and third 
edge portions thereof. 

Applicants respectfully submit that none of the references, alone or in 
combination, teach or suggest all of the recitations of independent Claim 5 1 . As such, 
dependent Claims S2-S8 are not rendered obvious by any of the above-cited references, alone 
or in combination. Applicants respectfully request the withdrawal of the present rejection of 
Claims 42-58 under 35 U.S.C. §103. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance, which action is respectfully requested. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Needhaijl7.Boddie,U 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 40^19 
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